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The False Rapture Theory 

and the true moment when the saints will be taken up by angels 

 

by Mikkel S. Kragh & James Cooper, Jr. 

 

The Rapture Theory is a belief held by millions of American Evangelical Christians. According to the 

Rapture Theory the Lord Jesus Christ and the angels will, according to one school of thought, come 

prior to the Great Tribulation, or according to another school of thought, in the middle of the Great 

Tribulation and pick up all faithful Christians and take them to Heaven, until Christ will return yet 

again and defeat the Antichrist and establish the Millennial Kingdom. 

The Rapture Theory was unknown in the Christian world until the 1830s. It is also a uniquely 

American belief. For example, in Denmark the vast majority of Christians do not believe, or have even 

heard about, the Rapture Theory. The reason is that the False Rapture Theory was popularized 

through the comments in the Scofield Reference Bible (1907), which was published in English. It was 

never published in Danish. Therefore, Christians in Denmark had not even heard about a Pre-

Tribulation or Mid-Tribulation Rapture until they heard about it from American Evangelicals in the 

20th century. 
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The true moment when the saints will be taken up by angels 

 

Before we examine the Rapture Theory, we will first go over what the Bible actually does say about 

the moment when the faithful Christians are going to be taken up by angels. 

The Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24-25, Mark 13 and Luke 21) is also known as the Little Apocalypse, 

because Christ explains the eschatology of the End Times also found in the Book of Revelation. He 

also tells precisely the order of events and when it is that the saints will be taken up by angels. 

First, Christ explains that there will come false christs, famines, pestilences and earthquakes, and 

then the Abomination of Desolation will be set up. And then Christ tells us when the faithful 

Christians will be taken up by angels: 

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not 

give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 

And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the 

earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and 

great glory. And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather 

together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” (Matt 24:29-31) 

Please read the entire chapter 24 of the Gospel according to Matthew to understand the context. If 

you read it without having any preconceived ideas about when the angels are going to take up the 

saints, it is completely obvious that it will take place at the Second Coming of Christ. 

The order of events is unmistakable: 

1) Christ will return 

2) The angels will gather the faithful Christians 

One of the favourite scriptures of the proponents of the False Rapture Theory is 1 Thessalonians 

chapter 4. However, if you read it without having any preconceived ideas about the order of events, 

it is entirely obvious that the moment the saints will be caught up in the air is after the Second 

Coming of Christ and the Resurrection of the dead in Christ: 

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 

with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain 
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shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we 

ever be with the Lord.” (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17) 

The order of events is crystal clear and identical to the order of events described by Christ in 

Matthew chapter 24: 

1) Christ will return 

2) The dead in Christ will be resurrected 

3) The faithful Christians will be caught up in the air 

This is what Christians read about the Second Coming of Christ from the time the New Testament 

was finished. Is it any wonder that no one even thought of the idea of a Pre-Tribulation or Mid-

Tribulation Rapture? 

 

 

Above: The Judgment of Sodom 

 

Biblical precedents of how the saints will be protected during the Great Tribulation 

 

Not only is it straightforward from the Olivet Discourse and 1 Thessalonians chapter 4 that the 

faithful Christians will be taken up by angels at the Second Coming, not before. 

In the Bible, many historical events are also precedents of what will take place later. This is also true 

for what will happen to the faithful Christians during the Great Tribulation. 

Jesus said that in the days immediately prior to His return, it would be as in the days of Noah and as 

the days of Lot (Luke 17:26-32). 

What happened to Noah and his family during the Flood? They survived on Earth by separating from 

the unrepentant sinners by entering the Ark. What happened to Lot and his family during the 

Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah? They survived on Earth by separating from the unrepentant 

Sodomites and walking out of Sodom. 
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What about the 12 Tribes of Israel during the Exodus? The 12 Tribes of Israel survived on Earth by 

being supernaturally protected by God who punished the Egyptians but not the Israelites. 

 

 

Above: The 144,000 sealed Israelites 

 

What about the faithful Christians during the Great Tribulation? We do not need to guess how they 

are going to be protected, because the Book of Revelation tells us that 144,000 male virgins of the 12 

Tribes of Israel are going to be sealed by God in their foreheads (Rev 7:3). 

 

 

 

During the plague of the demonic locusts, only the men which do not have the seal of God in their 

foreheads are going to be hurt (Rev 9:3). During the last part of the Tribulation, only the men who 

have taken the Mark of the Beast and worshipped the Beast will be tormented (Rev 16). In all these 

three instances, the faithful Christians are going to remain on Earth and be sealed and protected by 

God. Just like Noah and Lot and the Israelites during the Exodus. 

Where in the Bible do we find a precedent of the saints of God not staying on Earth during a time a 

great tribulation? Nowhere, except in one particular Bible: The Scofield Reference Bible. 
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Origin of the False Rapture Theory 

 

For more than 1800 years Christians had read their Bibles and, still, no one had found a Pre-

Tribulation or a Mid-Tribulation Rapture in the Scriptures. 

In 1830 a young Scottish girl Margaret Macdonald had visions that Christ’s return would be in two 

parts, not one single Second Coming, as Christians had believed for 1800 years. This idea was picked 

up by Edward Irving and John Nelson Darby. Darby spread the idea of a Secret Rapture through his 

denomination, the Plymouth Brethren.i 

 

 

 

The idea of the Secret Pre-Tribulation Rapture remained relatively unknown until Cyrus I. Scofield 

published the Scofield Reference Bible in 1907. The Scofield Reference Bible contained the 

Authorized King James Version of the Bible alongside Scofield’s own commentaries to the Biblical 

text, instead of in a separate book. This was the first time since such a Bible had been published since 

the Geneva Bible (1560). 

When Christians read the Scofield Bible, many were unable to differentiate between the Word of 

God and the word of C.I. Scofield. Strictly speaking, they could see that Scofield’s notes were just his 

notes, but on a subconscious level the human brain has a problem differentiating between the two. 

That is why among the last words of the Bible, God warns: 
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“For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall 

add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:” 

(Revelation 22:18) 

Scofield promoted a theological belief called Dispensationalism, which taught that God has two 

different covenants, one with the Jews – whom they erroneously identify with the 12 Tribes of Israel 

– and one with the Gentile Christians. Dispensationalism also promoted Christian Zionism and the 

unconditional support of a Jewish State in the Holy Land, as well the belief in a Pre-Tribulation 

Rapture. 

 

 

 

Scofield’s Dispensationalist ideas about the Rapture and Christian Zionism were picked up by a 

number of American preachers and novelists, notably Hal Lindsey in his book The Late Great Planet 

Earth (1970) and Tim LaHaye’s Left Behind series (1995-2007). 

From the 1980’ies and onwards Dispensationalism and Christian Zionism spread especially through 

megachurches and pastors such as Jerry Fallwell, Pat Robertson, John Hagee, Billy Graham and his 

son Franklin and Mike Huckabee. (Incidentally, all these pastors trace their ancestry to the areas of 

the British Isles and Europe which we identify as where the Lost 10 Tribes of Israel ended up. No 

matter how wrong their theology may be, this is no doubt not a coincidence.) 

Today, it is estimated that approximately 10-12% of the population of the United States are Christian 

Zionists.ii They form one third of the triumvirate that supports American support of the Jewish State 

of Israel, the other two being the Jewish Zionists and what could be called the non-Zionist Imperialist 

Deep State of the U.S., which views the State of Israel simply as a pawn of the American Empire. 
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Christian Zionism: The Great American Heresy 

 

One of primary foundations of the Protestant Reformation in the 16th century was Sola Scriptura, i.e. 

that the Bible is the Word of God, and that all Church traditions and theological points of views must 

be interpreted through it. In other words, the opinions of the Pope and any other human being was 

subject to the words of the Bible, unlike the Roman Catholic claim that the Pope is the Vicar of Christ 

on Earth and has the mandate to interpret the Word of God. 

European Protestants continued in the belief in Sola Scriptura, and so did the first several 

generations of Europeans emigrants that settled in North America. That, however, changed with the 

advent of Dispensationalism and Christian Zionism. 

 

 

 

First, the Dispensationalists and Christian Zionists in effect believed that the comments of C.I. 

Scofield were on par with the Word of God, and then they believed that had to support the Jewish 

State of Israel unconditionally, while at the same time also support the Lord Jesus Christ 

unconditionally.  

That is an impossibility, because a man can only support one unconditionally. Christians must, of 

course, support the Lord Jesus Christ unconditionally. If you support Christ unconditionally, you 

cannot support anyone else UNconditionally, only CONditionally. If you are a true Christian, you 

cannot support the Jewish State of Israel or the Jewish people unconditionally, only conditionally. 

Just like the Reformers 500 years ago came to the conclusion that you cannot support the Roman 

Catholic Church unconditionally while at the same time support Christ unconditionally. You have to 

chose between Christ, on the one hand, and the Roman Catholic Church and the Jewish State of 

Israel and everything else on the other hand. 

That is why Roman Catholicism could be called the Great European Heresy and Christian Zionism 

could be called the Great American Heresy. 

 

Conclusion 
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The theory about a Pre-Tribulation or a Mid-Tribulation Rapture of the faithful Christians is not found 

in the Bible and it was not taught in the Christian world until the 1830s. It was popularized in the 

United States and the English-speaking world with the publication of the Scofield Reference Bible 

(1907). 

The Pre-Tribulation and Mid-Tribulation Rapture Theory is, in other words, false. The faithful 

Christians will, indeed be taken up by angels, but that will only take place at the Second Coming of 

Christ. 
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i J.D. King: “Exposing The Rapture Myth You’ve Been Taught All Your Life”  
https://www.kingdomlifestyleministries.org/exposing-the-rapture-myth-youve-been-taught-all-your-life/ 
ii Euroyankee: “Why 9 in 10 American Zionists Are Actually Christians”  
https://euroyankee.substack.com/p/why-9-in-10-american-zionists-are 
Hans Stehling: “Christian Zionists in America”  https://www.globalresearch.ca/christian-zionists-in-
america/5622131 


