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OMG: a British-Israelite expression 

by Mikkel S. Kragh 

 

The expression OMG (meaning ‘Oh my God’) is today used by millions of young people when they 

text or talk. You might think OMG was invented by a pop singer or some hip teenager one or two 

decades ago. In fact, the first time OMG was ever used was in 1917 by the 76 years old English 

Admiral John ‘Jackie’ Fisher in a letter to Winston Churchill. 

The next time OMG is known to have been used was in an advertisement in the Los Angeles Times in 

1982, and since then the use of OMG gradually became more popular. In 2011 OMG entered the 

Oxford English Dictionary, wherein Admiral Fisher is also credited as the one to first use OMG.i 
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Who was Admiral Fisher? 

 

John Arbuthnot Fisher (1841-1920) was a British admiral and First Sea Lord (the chief of the Royal 

Navy) and is known for his huge reforms of the Royal Navy prior to World War 1. Admiral Fisher is by 

some viewed as the second-most important figure in British naval history, after Horatio Nelson. 

John Fisher was born in 1841 in the British colony Ceylon (today Sri Lanka). He entered the Royal 

Navy at the age of 13, and participated in the Crimean War (1856) and the 2nd Opium War (1856-

60). 

 

 

 

In the Anglo-Egyptian War (1882) Fisher was captain of the HMS Inflexible and bombarded the port 

of Alexandria. He became Vice-Admiral in 1896 and Full Admiral in 1901, and was chief of the naval 

Mediterranean station 1899-1902. 

Fisher was the First Sea Lord (the chief of the Royal Navy) 1904-1910 and 1914-1915. 

He opposed Churchill's Gallipoli Plan and argued for the Baltic Plan, an attack on the German Baltic 

coast. The Gallipoli Campaign turned out to be a disaster. 

He was also a close friend of King Edward VII. 
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The Lost 10 Tribes of Israel 

 

Jackie Fisher is not only known for being one of Britain’s greatest admirals. He was also a fervent and 
outspoken British-Israelite. British-Israelism the belief that the peoples of Britain and related nations 
in north-western Europe, and of course their daughter nations across the world such as the United 
States, are the descendants of the so-called Lost 10 Tribes of Israel. 

The ancient nation of Israel consisted of 12 tribes. The 12 Tribes of Israel became a United Kingdom 
under the kings Saul, David and Solomon. But after Solomon’s death, 10 of the Israelite tribes seceded 
from the Davidic dynasty in Jerusalem and formed their own kingdom, also called the Kingdom of 
Israel. The remaining rump state around Jerusalem continued under the name the Kingdom of Judah. 
The people of the Kingdom of Judah eventually became known as Judeans or Jews. 

The 10 Tribes of Israel consistently worshipped pagan gods, and therefore the God of Israel eventually 
“divorced” the 10 Tribes. We read about that in the minor prophet Hosea, where Hosea prophesied 
that God would divorce the 10 Tribes of Israel, but not the 2 tribes in the Kingdom of Judah, but would 
one day again make the 10 Tribes of Israel His people. This, of course, was fulfilled many centuries later 
when the 10 Tribes converted to Christianity: 

“… I will no more have mercy upon the house of Israel; but I will utterly take them away. But I will 
have mercy upon the house of Judah, and will save them by the LORD their God, and will not save 
them by bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, by horses, nor by horsemen. … for ye are not my people, 
and I will not be your God. Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, 
which cannot be measured nor numbered; and it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was 
said unto them, Ye are not my people, there it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living 
God. Then shall the children of Judah and the children of Israel be gathered together, and appoint 
themselves one head, and they shall come up out of the land: for great shall be the day of Jezreel.” 
(Hosea 1:6-11) 
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Since the 10 Tribes of Israel did not follow the God of Israel, He let the Assyrian Empire invade and 
deport the 10 Tribes of Israel out of the land of Israel and settled them in northern areas of the Assyrian 
Empire. This took place around 721 BC and we read about it in 2nd Kings chapters 17-18: 

“Then the king of Assyria came up throughout all the land, and went up to Samaria, and besieged it 
three years. In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assyria took Samaria, and carried Israel away 
into Assyria, and placed them in Halah and in Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the 
Medes. … Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel, and removed them out of his sight: there 
was none left but the tribe of Judah only.” (2 Kings 17:5-6, 18) 

The rabbis of the Talmud all acknowledged that the 10 Tribes of Israel were somewhere out among 
the goyim and for all intents and purposes looked like goyim, but did not know where they were, and 
neither did any Christians. 

However, some traced the migrations of the 10 Tribes of Israel to Europe. The first two to do so (as far 
as we know) were the French 11th century rabbi Rashi and Judah Abarbanel, the leader of the Spanish 
Jews that were expelled from Spain in 1492. During the following centuries various Christian authors 
also identified the Christian Protestant nations of north-western Europe as the Lost 10 Tribes of Israel, 
but it was only through the ministry of the Scottish clergyman John Wilson in the 1830s that this belief 
became widespread. 

In Britain this belief became known as British-Israelism, and around World War 1 it is believed that 
around two million people worldwide believed in it. 

 

 
 

 

Admiral Fisher the British-Israelite 

 

Admiral Jackie Fisher was one of the prominent British-Israelites of his day. In 1919 he wrote a letter 
to The Times of London arguing that the headquarters of the newly-formed League of Nations should 
be in Jerusalem and not Geneva, and stated that “the only hypothesis to explain why we win in spite 
of incredible blunders is that we are the lost ten tribes of Israel.” 
ii 
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Israel would take control of Jerusalem in 1917 

 

British-Israelism, and Admiral Fisher’s belief in it in particular, was directly involved in the British 
liberation of Jerusalem from the hands of the Ottoman Turks. 

In 1886 Henry Grattan Guinness – a relative of the famous brewer family of the same name - wrote 
the book Light for the Last Days, where he wrote that Jerusalem would come under Israelite rule in 
1917. Grattan Guinness based this claim by calculating the time when the “Times of the Gentiles” 
spoken of by Jesus (Luke 21:24) would end. Grattan Guinness based this calculation upon the “seven 
times” that God would punish Israel, which for Judah and the city of Jerusalem started in 604 BC when 
the Kingdom of Judah became a Babylonian vassal state.  “Seven times”, or 2520 years, after 604 BC 
was AD 1917, which was the year in which Grattan Guinness believed Jerusalem would no longer be 
under Gentile rule, but under Israelite rule.iii 

In 1917 the British army under General Allenby took Jerusalem, and Palestine became British ruled 
Mandatory Palestine. This was in no small part due to Admiral Fisher’s British-Israel beliefs, as the New 
Zealand author Andrew Adams wrote about in his remarkable book As Birds Flying (1992). 

 

 
 

“As birds flying, so will the LORD of hosts defend Jerusalem” 

 

In his book Andrew Adams described how General Sir Beauvoir de Lisle convinced General Allenby to 



6 
 

be in command of the Palestine operation even though Allenby was not keen on going: 

“Sir Beauvoir, who was later to preach a sermon at St. Martin-in-the-Fields regarding the capture of 
Jerusalem, consoled him [Allenby] with the Biblical predictions contained in a book published in the 
1880s by Dr. and Mrs. H. Grattan Guinness, - 'Light for the Last Days.' These predictions pointed to 
1917 as the year of the deliverance of Jerusalem from Turkish rule. Allenby was much impressed by 
these predictions as he also was by a book called 'Fullness of the Nations', written by another eminent 
prophetic Biblical student – Dr. H. Aldersmith (MB Lond., FRCS). In this book, Aldersmith said Jerusalem 
would fall to Great Britain in 1917. 

As well as meetings with government and military officials, Allenby was summoned to a meeting with 
the First Sea Lord – the redoubtable Lord Fisher. This summons puzzled Allenby. Did the Royal Navy 
wish for a higher profile in the coming campaign, as befitting the Senior Service? Allenby would soon 
find out. 

In one of the most extraordinary discussions of the entire war – recorded for posterity by Lord Fisher's 
secretary – Allenby was told that he would be, as Commander-in-Chief, God's instrument for 
Jerusalem's capture in December 1917. Stunned by the frankness of Lord Fisher's revelation, Allenby 
politely asked how Britain's most distinguished living sailor had come to this deduction. The hours 
rolled by as Lord Fisher explained to Allenby the Israelitish origins of the Anglo-Saxon-Celtic peoples, 
the covenants made by God to the nation of Israel, Israel's position in the latter days, the Biblical 
prophecies that had ordained the growth of the British Empire, and lastly the prophecies relating to 
the capture of Jerusalem in December 1917. 

 

 
 

Lord Fisher also told Allenby that aircraft (as birds flying – Isaiah 31:5) would be absolutely essential 
for the success of the campaign. Allenby eventually took his leave of Lord Fisher while thoughtfully 
considering all that had been said.”iv 

Before the British army entered Palestine the German Air Force dominated the skies over Palestine. 
But General Allenby made it a priority that the Royal Flying Corps (which later became the Royal Air 
Force) would have air supremacy. During the first days of December 1917 the Royal Flying Corps, with 
plenty of new airplanes and a new spirit of aggression among its pilots, did take the air supremacy 
from the German Air Force. On December 9 the Turks surrendered Jerusalem to the British and on 
December 11 General Allenby, along with Lawrence of Arabia and military attachés from Britain's allies 
humbly entered Jerusalem through the Jaffa Gate on foot. The British armed forces thereby fulfilled 
Isaiah's words written 2,500 years before: 

“As birds flying, so will the LORD of hosts defend Jerusalem; defending also he will deliver it; and 
passing over he will preserve it.” (Isa 31:5)  

Thus, according to Bible prophecy, Jerusalem would come under Israelite control in 1917. This was 



7 
 

what happened when Britain – which we identify as the tribe of Ephraim – liberated the city. The tribe 
of Judah – the Jews – did indeed establish the Jewish State of Israel in 1948 and liberated Jerusalem 
once more in 1967, but it was Ephraim-Britain that fulfilled the Bible prophecy of ending the Times of 
the Gentiles. 

 

 
 

Other Christian Israelite witnesses 

 

Besides Admiral Fisher, many other famous people have shared this belief that the white Protestant 
peoples of north-western European descent are the 10 Tribes of Israel, including King George VI of 
Britain (king 1936-1952 and the grandfather of King Charles III), the American evangelist Charles Fox 
Parham (considered to be the pioneer, or one of the pioneers, of the Pentecostal Movement) and Anna 
Bjørner (considered to be the pioneer of the Pentecostal Movement in Denmark) and many others. 

If this is the first time you hear this, I am sure you will say: OMG! 

 

September 2026 

 

 

 
i https://www.oed.com/dictionary/omg_int?tab=meaning_and_use#216520880 
ii Aidan Cottrell-Boyce: Israelism in Modern Britain, pp. 7, 64, quoting from The Times, May 7, 1919 
iii H. Grattan Guiness: Light for the Last Days, pp. 252-253 
iv Andrew Adams: As Birds Flying, pp. 41-42 


